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The state's smoking cessation program offered in 2006 to low income residents was designed to improve health and
save both lives and money. It has succeeded beyond expectations, pulting Massachusetts at the forefront of efforts to Most Viewed Most E-Malled RSS
help people break this costly, deadly habit.
R hers from the M wsetts Tobacco Cessation and Prevention Program (MTCP) reported Wednesday that (From the last 12 hours)
smoking rates among the poor, hlstomally the population with the highest smoking rates, had dropped by 26 percent in 1. Local man buys 2 North St. buildings
the first two years of the ongoing program. Hospitalizations for heart attacks among cessation benefit users plummeted 2. Backing Belichick? Befieve it

38 percent in the first year alone, 18 percent fewer visited emergency rooms for asthma symptoms in that first year, and

birth complications dropped 12 percent. The initiative, which through Medicaid pays for virtually all of the costs of 3. ‘Recount finished: Ruberto vote affirmed
cessation counseling and drugs, works and works extremety well. - 4. Ken Ober, host of MTV game show, dead at 52
5. Assault makes third charge in five months

The program was instituted as part of the state's pioneering health care reform initiative and demonstrates the
importance of prevention. The cost of the MTCP program is far less than the cost of treating patients with smoking-
related illnesses like lung cancer, heart ailments and emphysema. Congress shouid take note of a state program that
reduces health care costs as well as the misery brought by this terrible addiction.
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Comments made here are the sole responsibility of the person posting them, and they are subject to the terms and conditions of this
site. Please note by clicking on "Post Comment” you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and the comment you are
posting is in compliance with such terms. inapprop posts may be bythe These do not reflect the
opinion or app of The Eagle. This forum open, honest, resp and insig| there Is no
need to be offensive. ¥ you feel a comment violates the terms and conditions of this site, please bring it to our attention by selecting
the “report abuse™ link.Send us your feedback.
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