     Key Messages When Going Smoke-Free  


S
hare these messages with your community when you’re considering smoke-free rules.  Use local survey data and other information to show that residents and property owners favor smoke-free housing rules.

Making properties smoke-free is good for health.

Smoke-free properties provide many health benefits, including removing a major asthma trigger and eliminating exposure to known carcinogens.

· Secondhand smoke contains over 4,000 chemicals and poisons, including lead and ammonia.  According to the Surgeon General, there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke.

· Children exposed to secondhand smoke are more likely to suffer acute respiratory infections, ear problems, and more severe asthma.
  

· Secondhand smoke drifts between units in multi-unit housing and cannot be contained in one unit.  Secondhand smoke travels within buildings.  It is nearly impossible and quite impractical to contain secondhand smoke within an individual apartment or unit.  Opening a window, sitting in a separate area, or using air filters or a fan does not get rid of secondhand smoke.
Making properties smoke-free is good for business.

Smoke-free properties save money by reducing the need for repairs, reducing potential legal liability and eliminating the leading cause of residential fires. They tend to attract people who want to live in a smoke-free environment.

· Smoke-free housing rules are legal.

Just like prohibiting pets, landlords and condo associations can prohibit smoking. Smoke-free rules are not discriminatory. The rules only prohibits smoking in the building or on the property. It does not prohibit smokers from living in the building.

There is strong support among both residents and property owners for smoke-free housing rules.

· Properties with these rules are smoke-free, NOT smoker-free.

Smokers can live in and visit properties with smoke-free rules.  These rules prevent smoking, not smokers.  No one needs to move or find a new place to live because of a smoke-free rules, as long as they don’t smoke on the property.

· Housing is going smoke-free across the market spectrum in Massachusetts.

Public housing developments, private apartment buildings owned by a landlord and rented to tenants, and condominium associations are all adopting smoke-free rules. 
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